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Methodology



Pooled Priority State Likely Voters Methodology

Priority States Demographic Composition: 

     52% Female | 48% Male            13% Black | 77% White | 5% Latino/a 

35% College | 65% Non-college                36% Under 45 | 64% Over 45   

34% Democrat | 34% Independent | 32% Republican          

From August 28 to September 8, 2024, Data for Progress conducted a survey of 3,125 U.S. likely voters 
using SMS, live caller, and web panel respondents pooled across the following states: AZ, GA, MI, MN, MT, 
NH, NC, OH, PA, and WI. The sample was weighted to be representative of likely voters by age, gender, 
education, race, geography, and 2020 recalled vote. The survey was also weighted to account for an 
oversample of rural voters to ensure proportional representation of likely voters.

To differentiate respondents by urbanicity (major city, medium city, suburban, mid-sized city, rural, and small 
city/town) we matched respondents to their most likely urbanicity categorization at the zip code level.
The survey was conducted in English. The margin of error associated with the sample size is ±2 percentage 
points. Results for subgroups of the sample are subject to increased margins of error. 



Pooled Priority State Rural Voters Methodology

Rural Priority States Demographic Composition: 

     51% Female | 49% Male            7% Black | 86% White | 3% Latino/a 

28% College | 72% Non-college                32% Under 45 | 68% Over 45   

27% Democrat | 33% Independent | 40% Republican          

From August 28 to September 8, 2024, Data for Progress conducted a survey of 1,944 U.S. likely rural voters 
using SMS, live caller, and web panel respondents pooled across the following states: AZ, GA, MI, MN, MT, NH, 
NC, OH, PA, and WI. The sample was weighted to be representative of rural likely voters by age, gender, 
education, race, geography, and 2020 recalled vote. 

To differentiate respondents by rural and small city/town, we matched respondents to their most likely 
urbanicity categorization at the zip code level. The survey was conducted in English. The margin of error 
associated with the sample size is ±2 percentage points. Results for subgroups of the sample are subject to 
increased margins of error. 



The economy, jobs, and inflation is the top 
issue area among gender, race, and age 
demographics for likely voters.

Women voters prioritize threats to 
democracy and abortion at a higher rate 
than male voters.

We do not see significant difference in 
issue priority across racial demographics. 
Across age, however older voters — voters 
65+ — select “threats to democracy” at a 
higher rate than any other group. 

The Economy and Democracy Are Most Important Among Likely Voters



For a plurality of rural voters (41%), the top 
concern is the economy, jobs, and inflation—a 
figure closely aligned with the 38% of all voters 
in priority states who share the same priority. 
Fourteen percent of rural voters prioritize 
threats to democracy, followed by immigration 
(8%) and programs like Social Security and 
Medicare (7%).

Notably, young voters aged 18 to 29 in rural 
areas are much more likely to select abortion as 
their most important issue. By age, all groups 
save for 65+ voters strongly index on the 
economy as their top issue. Voters 65 and 
older are more split on prioritizing the economy 
(29%) and threats to democracy (19%). 

 

The Economy and Democracy Are the Most Important Issues for Rural Voters



Issue Areas



Likely Voters In Surveyed States Strongly Oppose Abortion Bans

Likely voters in surveyed states are 
on the side of abortion rights. 
Regardless of their personal views, 
voters oppose abortion bans by a 
+64-point margin. This includes 
consensus across demographic 
groups.

Women, voters 18-to-29, and Black 
voters show similar levels of 
opposition to abortion bans. 



Rural Voters Overwhelmingly Oppose Abortion Bans
Similarly to the average likely voter, 
rural voters do not want the government 
to interfere with someone making this 
decision regardless of their personal 
views. A strong majority of rural voters — 
across demographics — oppose abortion 
bans by a +58-point margin. This 
includes small city or town voters and 
strictly rural voters.

Younger rural voters are key supporters 
of the right to an abortion: 46% say they 
personally support the right to an 
abortion. 



Among All Likely Voters in Priority States, a Strong Majority Align With a An 
Approach to Patriotism That Protects Freedoms 

Likely voters across demographics 
largely agree that patriotism 
represents protecting freedoms and 
choice rather than preserving a 
traditional way of life. 

Women, voters 18-to-29, and Black 
voters show similar levels of 
agreement when asked about their 
views on patriotism. 



Rural Voters Agree That Patriotism Is About Protecting Freedoms
Similarly to opposing abortion bans, 
rural voters also display strong 
consensus on the issue of 
patriotism. By a +48-point margin, 
rural voters say patriotism represents 
protecting freedoms rather than 
protecting a traditional way of life. 
Importantly, the preferred view of 
patriotism emphasized choice: the 
freedom to live one’s life as they 
choose.

Across other demographic groups, 
only close to a quarter of voters align 
with the view of preserving a 
traditional way of life. 

 



Fifty-Five Percent of All Likely Voters Prefer to Address the Economy With 
Policies That Lower Costs and Raise Incomes

By a +14-point margin, likely  voters 
prefer to address economic issues by 
lowering costs and raising incomes for 
working people, rather than lowering 
taxes and regulations for businesses.

Women, younger voters, and Black 
voters are largely on the lowering costs 
side with regards to the economy by at 
least a +31-point-margin. 



Among Rural Voters, Women, Younger Voters, and Black Voters Also Prefer Economic Policies 
That Center Working People

When asked of their preferred approach 
to the economy, rural women, younger 
voters, and Black voters strongly align with 
an approach to the economy that focuses 
on lowering costs and investing in working 
people, by a +24-point margin, +25-point 
margin, and a +32-point margin, 
respectively.

We also find rural voters across small 
cities or towns, as well as those in strictly 
rural areas, lean toward the working 
people focused viewpoint on the economy 
by a +5-point margin and a +6-point 
margin, respectively. 



All Likely Voters Are Split on How to Approach Rising Costs
Likely voters are split on whom they 
blame for rising costs. While 49% 
point to government spending, 47% 
of voters blame corporate greed and 
price gouging.

Younger voters and Black voters, in 
particular, show strong margins in 
favor of policies like banning junk 
fees and stopping price gouging — 
by a +20-point margin and a 
+40-point margin, respectively.



Among Rural Voters, Young Voters and Black Voters Prefer a Winning Jobs 
Frame to Rising Costs

When rural voters are presented with 
an argument to address rising costs by 
reining in corporate greed or rhetoric 
centered on cutting government 
spending, key rural demographic 
groups either prefer to rein in corporate 
greed or are split on their preferred 
approach, suggesting room for 
persuasion.

Fifty-two percent of 18-to-29 rural 
voters and a strong 66% of Black voters 
blame corporate greed and price 
gouging, while women are almost 
equally split between the two 
viewpoints. Slightly more than 
two-fifths of small city or town voters 
also blame price gouging.



Demographic Comparisons



Similar to the Average Black Voter in Priority States, Rural Black Voters Strongly Align On 
How to Approach Key Issues

Black rural voters very closely align with all Black voters in preferring approaches to all four issue areas tested that are pro-worker 
and pro-choice. Black rural voters are somewhat different from the average on the economy, however Black voters still form the 
strongest support in rural areas for an approach to the economy that focuses on empowering workers, at 66%.

 



Rural Voters Aged 18-to-29 Are Similar to the Average 18-to-29-Year-Old on Almost Every 
Issue

Rural 18-to-29-year-olds are very ideologically aligned with the average 18-to-29-year-old on how they prefer to approach issues 
like abortion and the economy, strongly opposing abortion bans and preferring to approach the economy by lowering costs and 
raising incomes for working people. 
 



Rural Women and All Women in Priority States Alike Prefer an Approach to the Economy  
That Focuses on Working People

Aside from strong preferences for opposition abortion bans and viewing patriotism as the freedom to choose, rural women prefer 
an approach to the economy that lowers costs and raises incomes for working people at very similar levels compared to all 
women. Rural women are, however, more split on how to approach rising costs compared with the average woman in priority 
states. 



Rural BIPOC voters prefer pro-choice and pro-worker approaches on every issue area tested, with the strongest consensus 
with their suburban and urban counterparts on abortion and patriotism. The key areas where rural BIPOC voters diverge 
slightly, however, are the economy and how to approach rising costs. A simple majority of BIPOC voters, however, would 
prefer to approach rising costs by focusing on corporate greed.

BIPOC Voters Are Relatively Similar on Key Issues to BIPOC Urban and Suburban Voters



Rural under 45 voters show strong preferences for opposing abortion bans and viewing patriotism as the freedom to 
choose. While a larger percentage of urban under 45 voters oppose abortion bans, and view patriotism as protecting 
freedoms, rural under 45 voters land very similarly with suburban voters on the degree to which they oppose abortion bans, 
and view patriotism as the freedom to live one’s life as they choose. Rural under 45 voters are also similarly aligned with 
suburban under 45 voters on approaches to the economy — differing by only 6 points.  

Rural Under 45 Voters Are Most Similar to Suburban Voters on Abortion, Patriotism, and 
the Economy



Rural women almost evenly match urban and suburban women on views of abortion and patriotism—opposing abortion 
bans and viewing patriotism as more about protecting freedoms to choose. We also find rural women are fairly aligned to 
their counterparts on how to approach the economy.

Rural Women Also Show Strong Consensus With Urban and Suburban Women on Abortion 
and Patriotism



Conclusion



Key 
TakeawaysWomen, younger voters, and Black 

voters provide key issue support in 
rural areas. Black voters and 

younger voters align with their 
urban and suburban counterparts.

Voters in small cities and towns 
prefer a worker-centered 

approach to key issues like how 
to address rising costs.

Similar to the average likely voter, 
populist approaches to the 

economy strongly resonate with 
rural women, younger voters, and 

Black voters.

Rural voters are strongly on the 
side of opposing abortion bans 

and framing the freedom of choice 
as a strongly patriotic value. 



Methodology
From August 28 to September 8, 2024, Data for Progress conducted a 

survey of 3,125 U.S. likely voters using SMS, live caller, and web panel 
respondents pooled across the following states: AZ, GA, MI, MN, MT, 
NH, NC, OH, PA, and WI. The sample was weighted to be representative 
of likely voters by age, gender, education, race, geography, and 2020 
recalled vote. The survey was also weighted to account for an 
oversample of rural voters to ensure proportional representation of likely 
voters.

To differentiate respondents by urbanicity (major city, medium city, 
suburban, mid-sized city, rural, and small city/town) we matched 
respondents to their most likely urbanicity categorization at the zip code 
level.

The survey was conducted in English. The margin of error associated 
with the sample size is ±2 percentage points. Results for subgroups of 
the sample are subject to increased margins of error. 

For Inquiries, Contact:
Kirby Phares Senior Analyst, Data for Progress. kirby@dataforprogress.org
Evangel Penumaka, Polling Principal, Data for Progress, evangel@dataforprogress.org
Danielle Deiseroth, Executive Director, Data for Progress. danielle@dataforprogress.org

About Data for Progress

Data for Progress is a progressive think tank and polling 
firm which arms movements with data-driven tools to fight 
for a more equitable future. DFP provides polling, 
data-based messaging, and policy generation for the 
progressive movement, and advises campaigns and 
candidates with the tools they need to win.

Learn more at dataforprogress.org or follow DFP on Twitter 
at @dataprogress.
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